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Retiree branches out
in nation-wide search
for our biggest tree

By ILANA TULLOCH
on work experience

A

SYDNEY retiree
is in Rockhampton as part
of his quest to
find Australia’s biggest
tree, and he wants your
help.
Derek McIntosh
launched his website The
National Register of Big
Trees in May this year,
creating an Australian
prototype of the popular
hobby of big tree spotting
in the United States.
The US big tree register
has been operating for 40
years, and has tens of
thousands of followers.
Derek’s site is an Australian first, but follows
the same points system

used in the United States,
where trees are measured
according to girth, height
and crown spread, then
calculated to get the tree’s
score.
Since getting a mention
in the Cairns Post last
week, Derek’s site has had
over 600 hits.
Derek, a former property developer, has been
wanting to do this for 25
years.
He aims to motivate
children to submit their
findings to the website,
and individual regions are
awarded champion trees.
Children are encouraged
to check their backyards
for big trees, and can find
out how to measure their
trees by checking the
website.
“It’s fun and education-

al, and anyone can do it,”
says Derek, who is motivated by his love of nature,
trees and birdwatching.
“It’s a real love of trees
that drives me, and also
the underlying fear that
people don’t appreciate
trees enough. I mean they
chop old trees down all
the time.”
In Mackay a tree has a
score of 400, while Tasmanian trees from oldgrowth forests get scores
of 900 to 1000.
A big old mango tree
near the Mater Hospital
got a score of 302, with a
height of 20 metres and
girth of 5.6
metres.
The website is www.nationalregisterofbigtrees.com.au.

Do you think you’ve seen Australia’s biggest tree? Tell us at

www.themorningbulletin.com.au

FIRST HOME BUYERS
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LJ Hooker
Real Estate
Agents
on Site
11am-2pm
SATURDAY

YOU PAY $244,000*

*AFTER $21,000 FIRST HOME BUYERS GRANT**
• Carpet and Tiles Throughout

Are you
planning
to sell your
home?
Funding your promotion is simple through
EZIPAY! APN EziPay offers you a way to
Sell it Now and Pay Later

• Painted Internally & Externally
• Flyscreens to Windows
• Security Screen to
Sliding Glass Doors

Here’s what to do

• Remote Control Garage Door

1. Agree upon a marketing campaign with your agent

• Split A/C to Living Area
• Box A/C to Main Bedroom

2. Tell your agent you’d like to spread the payment
of your marketing campaign using APN EziPay

• Driveway With Path
to Front Door

3. Sign a simple application and direct debit authority

• Turf and Fence to Allotment
2486256auH

• $250 Voucher from
Belmont Nursery

88 High Street North Rockhampton

Ph:0749 269666

Ph: Adrian A/H 0419 668207 BSA884447

Reduce your stress and financial burden during the selling
process. Sell it now and pay later. Only with The Morning Bulletin
Property Week, the publication locals prefer.
For more information, ask your preferred agent.

2432882adH

B/H

Each month for up to the next 6 months your nominated account,
transaction or credit card will be debited for the agreed monthly
amount. If you sell your property earlier, any outstanding amount
is paid out of sale proceeds at settlement.

APNEZIPAY

SELL IT NOW. PAY LATER.

2561373bcH

HOUSE AND LAND PACKAGES
LUCAS GARDENS $265,000

CHAMPION TREE: Derek McIntosh was impressed by this mango tree near
Rockhampton’s Mater Hospital.

